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 Diplomas have been ordered and the students have been measured for their 
caps and gowns. Graduation Day is less than five months away. We are in the 
homestretch but there is still a lot of work to be done.    
 In social studies, we are looking at the causes and effects of the Great 
Depression. This will ultimately lead us to World War II. We will see what drew the 
US into the war, and how the war impacted both our foreign and domestic policy.  
 In Earth Science, students will study erosion and deposition. Deposition is 
the geological process by which sediments, soil, and rocks are added to 
a landform or land mass. Wind, water and ice, 
transport previously eroded sediment. At the loss of enough kinetic energy in the 
fluid, sediment is deposited and accumulated. Students will complete labs that will 
highlight this process and study its effects.  

In Math 8 we will begin to understand connections between lines, linear 
equations and proportional relationships. The students will learn the concept of a 
function and why functions are necessary for describing geometric concepts and 
occurrences in everyday life.  Once a formal definition of a function is provided, 
students then consider functions of discrete and continuous rates and understand 
the difference between the two.  

In Algebra the students will derive the quadratic formula by completing the 
square for a general quadratic equation in standard form and use it to determine the 
nature and number of solutions for equations.  For quadratics with irrational roots 
students use the quadratic formula and explore the properties of irrational 
numbers. 
  In Language Arts we are reading To Kill A Mockingbird. Students complete a 
chapter each evening. Together as a class we are investigating character 
development, and the theme of the Golden Rule. We are also comparing the novel to 
the movie and several poems. We will also read outside material that reflects the 
theme of “taking a stand”. We will continue our preparation for the NYS ELA test 
that the 8th grade will take in the spring. It is vital that students read each day to 
build stamina.  
 In Religion, students are preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
They are researching saints and writing letters to the bishop requesting the 
sacrament. They should also be completing their service hours and returning the 
necessary forms. Students are also learning about the Ten Commandments and 
moral decision-making. 
 
 The Winterfest was a huge success. Thank you to everyone who donated 
prizes and a helping hand. Also, a special thank you to both students and parents for 
making the Pastor brunch such a memorable event. 
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